Discovering
My Ministry

For we are God’s masterpiece. He has
created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can

New Song Community Church do the good things he planned for us long
3985 Mission Ave ago. —HEphesians 2:10
Oceanside, CA 92058

www.newsongchurch.com
(760) 560-5000
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MY MINISTRY COVENANT

Having committed myself to membership and the habits essential for
spiritual maturity, and agreeing with New Song’s Ministry Statement, I
commit to...

* Discover my unique SHLAPE for ministry and serve in the area
that best expresses what God made me to be.

* Demonstrate a servant's heart by serving in secondary ministries
as the Body needs me.

* Cooperate with other ministries and place the greater good of the
whole Body over the needs of my ministry.

signed date

This certifies that is a2 commis-
sioned minister of Jesus Christ through New Song Community Church
and is entrusted with the related responsibilities and privileges.

ROOTS

Small Group Leader

Special thanks to




The 200 series is designed to

"] JOIN A SMALL GROUP

00000

Oo0o0n

Take Responsibil
My Spiritual Gi

responsibility for your o

Required studies:

- Experiencing God

- Branches
Recommended studies:

- The God Questions 1
- The Purpose-Driven Life

VOLUNTEER IN AN ON-f
READ “THE LIFE YOU'VE

WATCH “SOAP” VIDEO
BIBLE READING PROG

TAKE SOMEONE THROUG
ATTEND FRUIT

Fruit class teaches you to
the gospel of Christ Jest
ACQUIRE A MENTOR
Recommended materials
- Topical Memory Syste
- Bible Study Methods,

READ “THE TREASURE

PARTICIPATE IN A NEXT DOC
200 LEVEL INTERVIEW

NISTRIES EVEN
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Grow Up Seminars

If you are a new Christian, just made a recommitment
or just want your faith to come more alive then this is
for you. Dirt is a four week 1-on-1 mentorship pro-
gram.

So what’s the whol BootCishhur
three week class where you learn God’s purpose and
heart for the church. We'll also walk through New Song’s
specificvision and mission and how you can play an im-
portant part.

So how do I grow in my faith? Trunk is a four week
small group curriculum designed as a resource to help
you to grow in your relationship with God. We focus on
helping you develop spiritual habits, to move towards
greater spiritual maturity.

So what could God want to use me for? Branch is a
four week small group curriculum designed to help you
discover your spiritual gifts and how God has shaped
you to do ministry.

So how do I share this with others? Fruit is a four
week class set up to train you to share your faith with
those around you.



My Next Steps

Small Group Leaders READ THIS.

From the material I learned from this small group I am going serve in the

e
New Song’s mission is to help unchurched people be- way God has uniquely SHAPEA me by...

come fully devoted followers of Christ.

__ Taking the Fruit Class.
This is a highly interactive and practical small group — Joining a ministry. Which one?
series focused on helping people figure out and live — - Taking a step up in my current ministry.
out what God has created them to do in ministry. ——- Starting a new ministry.

—-- Marking places I can serve on my welcome card.

Session 1:
What the Bible Says About Ministry
. My Personal SHAPE PROFILE (All on 1 Page)
Session 2:
Discovering Spiritual Gifts and Passions Spiﬂw11 Gifts
Session 3:

Using Abilities, Personalities and

Experiences for Ministry. Heart
Session 4:
Finding Your Ministry &
Disciple Making 101 Abities

What your group will need.
-Trunk DVD teaching (about 15 minutes each week) Personahty
-Ability to watch DVD.
-Bibles
-Branch LEADERS BOOKLET (with fill-ins) Expeﬁfmces

-Branch Booklets for everyone.
4 41



Disciple Maker 101

New Song’s Mission: Help unchurched people become fully devoted fol-

lowers of Christ.

While every believer has their individual SHAPE, we are called to

the ministry of

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 1
have commanded youn. And surely I am with you always, to thev € ¥ 'y e n d

fi Matthew 28:19-20

Def. Disciple Maker— Intentionally coming along side other people to help

them grow closer to God.

We want to set you up to be disciple makers in

you setve in.

THE PROCESSS

’ PRAY ‘

Pray for God to con-
nect you to people in-
Help connect them to a side and outside of the
small group and the church that you can
rest of the GROW UP disciple.
process.

CONNECT

Ry BAPTIZE -

Be willing to get a little
wet when you baptize
them.

40

LOOK

Look for opportunities
to have spiritual con-
versations.

|

SHARE

Know how to share
your faith and be able
to take someone
through DIRT.

of

Small Group Prayer Request Page

Name

Prayer Request

Answers to
Prayer



Week 1 Small Group Questions

If this is a new group: Go around and have everyone share names and how
long they have been coming to New Song.

1) How have you grown in your faith since coming to New Song?

2) Share about an enjoyable experience when you served (inside or outside
the church). What about the experience made it so enjoyable?

DVD Teaching: Session 1: Pastor Jim Britts

Each week we will be watching a 15 minute teaching from a pastor.
Discussion

1) Did anything stand out to you from the video teaching?

2) Does anybody have success stories or failed stories on trying to serve in
the past or present?

3) Why do you think God is so emphatic on his people serving? What are the
benefits for the person serving and the church at which they are serving?
What are the consequences to the person not serving and for that entire
church?

4) Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-31 as a group.

-Of all the images Paul could have used, why does he compare
believers to being like a body?

-What are examples of ministries that on the surface seem “weak” but
really are extremely important?

-How does seeing the church as a body instead of just a building
impact how you decide if the church is healthy?

5) We are going to discover our own SHAPE during the next several weeks.
Let’s start by trying to figure out Apostle Paul’s SHAPE.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS: (2 Timothy 1:11)

HEART: (Romans 15:20, Galatians 2:8, Acts 20:24)

ABILITIES: (Acts18:2-4)

PERSONALITY: (Galatians 1:13-14)

EXPERIENCES: (Acts 8:1, Acts 9:1-20, 2 Cor. 11:23-27, Acts 22:3)
6) What thoughts do you have on what may be your SHAPE?
Prayer

-Look over the Spiritual Gifts Test and Spiritual EKG as a group.

-Share Prayer Requests and have peopGle write them down on page 4.

List of Ministries

Ushers
Greeters
Promise land
Youth
Accounting
Tech
Prayer counselor
Next Steps
Teaching
Small Group Leader
Evangelism Team
Church Next Door
Video
Musicians
Singers
Office
Missions
Prayer
Website
Hospitality
Atmosphere
Global Media Outreach
Ru New
Follow Up
Recycling
Information Team
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...about the role of pastors.

1) The equipping of the members for ministry is the
of the pastoral staff. The people are the ministers
and the pastors are the administrators. —Ephesians 4:11-12

2) Those involved in ministry are entitled to
from the staff. Therefore, every ministry is assigned a
staff supervisor who is committed to the success of that ministry.

...about accountability.

1) There must be of all ministries. We do

what is inspected, not just what is expected. Best intentions are not enough.

2) We expect excellence in ministry, not . Excellence
is doing your best. God deserves our best.

...about training.

1) Every leader is a . When you stop learning, you stop leading.

2) We are committed to people with an orientation, on the
job and on going for every ministry.

3) Ministry is an opportunity to help develop people in ministry as
stronger followers of Christ.

...about beginnings and endings

1) Any member who has completed Branch may start a new ministry with
the of a staff member.

2) Ministries have . If a ministry isn't meeting a need
anymore, we will give it a decent burial. There are no sacred cows!
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Week 1: What the Bible says about ministry.

Next Generation Pastor: Jim Britts

God has given...pastors and teac

Body of Christ may be built up. & Ephesians 4:11-12
The Bible says...

The are the

The are the

My ministry is determined by my

What God made me to determines what He intends for me to

The two huge benefits to knowing how God has shaped you are:
AND

The Three Phases to completing this Curriculum.
1) Participate in Branch Small Group.
2) Complete your S.H.A.P.E. Personal Profile.

3) Meet with a ministry guide.

The GOAL of Branch

1) Thatl my unique design (S.H.A.P.E.) for ministry and
commit to my God given gifts and abilities in serving
God and others through my church family.

2) That I will and begin serving in the ministry of my
church that best what God made me to be.

What is ministry?
DEFINTION: (Greek “diakonos” to serve)

Ministry is
Him and the needs of others.”

to serve



We minister in 3 directions.

-To the .—Acts 13:3

-To . —Hebrews 6:10

-To . —Matthew 5:13
The purpose of ministry.
0There are different kinds of s
The Holy Spirit displays Godds

entire church. All of you together are the one Body of Christ and each of you is a sepa-
rate and ndéde€osinshansk 4part of it. o

God wants to use me to help the church grow.

Why I should be interested?
1) T've been

oOFor we
prepared

for ministry.

are Gododos wor kmanshi p,
I n faEghwsianpn2ele f or us to d

2) I've been for ministry.
olt is He who saved us and chos
because that was hi § 2Tdoéyl:9(B ng
3) I've been into ministry!
0God, in his grace, chose me ev

Galatians 1:15 (GN)

I 'am not who I think I am.
I am not who you think I am.
But I really am who God says I am.

4) I've been for ministry.
0God has given each of you some
passing on to ot hefirlPeeSHAMIBS many
5. I’'ve been for ministry.
(Jesussaid) 0 Al |  aut hority in heaven ar

and marfke disciples..." —Matt. 28:18-19
"We are therefore Christ's ambassadors...” 0 2 Cotinthians 5:20

Week 4: Finding your Ministry and Disciple Making 101
Next Generation Pastor: Jim Britts

What New Song believes...

...about ministry.

1) Salvation in Jesus Christ includes a call to
ministry. Every believer is created, saved, called, gifted, authorized, and
commanded to ministet.

2) is the heart of the Christian life —Matt. 20:28

3) follows form in ministry. How God made me
determines what He intends for me to do. God has uniquely shaped each
individual for a specific ministry.

4) Developing and using your gifts is an act of good S and
of

5) You discover your through ministry, instead of discovering
your by identifying your gifts.

0) ) The evidence of the right match between my "SHAPE" and my minis-
try is and .

...the body of Christ.

1) God intends for ministry to be performed through the context of the

2) The Holy Spirit has provided our church body with
to do everything He wants done.
Obur task is to discover, enlist, train, and support these people.

3) The mobilization of
to balanced growth of the church.

is the key
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Week 4 Small Group Questions
1) What are 2-3 qualities about yourself that you hope to pass on to your
kids? How about 1-2 qualities you hope you don’t?
2) What is one piece of advice you’ve learned along the way that you like to
pass on to other people? Why is it so important?
DVD Teaching: Session 4: Pastor Jim Britts
Have your group turn to page 37 in their booklet to take notes.
Discussion
1) Did anything stand out to you from the video teaching?

2) Jim shared, “The mobilization of every member as a minister is the key to
balanced growth of the church.” What do you think that means? What does it
say about our church if very few are serving?

3) Of all the last instructions Jesus could have shared, why do you think he
chose Matthew 28:16-20? What are the benefits to the Christian if they live it
out and the consequences to the Christian if they don’t?

4) Can you think of any people that have spiritually discipled you in the past?
How did they help you grow? Have you ever been able to spiritually disciple
someone else? How did you help them?

Read Luke 14:25-35

5) What do you think Jesus is saying in this passage? How does it apply to
the topic of serving and ministry?

6) What do you think Jesus is talking about with salt losing it’s saltiness? (See
Matthew 5:13-16 for help) What is He really talking about? How are we like
Salt?

7) So what is the consequence to losing your “saltiness?” (Answer: You’re
worse than manure) So for how long is God calling you to be serving and
discipling others?

8) What do you think are things you can do to make sure that you don’t “lose

your saltiness” or have a ministry burn out?

9) Look at the Next Steps on page 41. Have everyone share which Next
Steps they are going to take. (Highly encourage everyone who is not in a min-
istry already to try one out as their next step.)

Prayer

-Share Prayer Requests and have people write them down on page 5. Ask
people for updates from their past requests as well.
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6. I'm to ministry!

(Jesussaid)0 Your attitude must be | ike
be served, but to serve..." —Mt. 20:28 (LB)

7. I'm to be for ministry.

"God gave pastors and teachers to prepare God's peaple for works of ministry so that the
body of Christ may be built up..." i Eph. 4:11-12

8. The body of Christ

"All of you together are the one body of Christ and each of you is a separate and neces-
sary part of it." —1 Cor. 12:27 (LB)

my ministry.

Ministry always functions in the context of

9. Tam for my ministry!

"So then, each of us will give an acconnt of himself to God." —Romans 14:12

10. I will be

"W hatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not men,
since you know that you will receive an inberitance from the Lord as a reward.”
—Col. 3:23, 24

"Each of us is a part of the one Body of Christ... The eye can never say to the hand, "1
don't need yon." The head cannot say to the feet. "I don't need you." And some of the
parts that seem weakest and least important are really the most necessary! ... So God
put the body together in such a way that extra honor and care are given to those parts
that might otherwise seem less important.” — 1 Cor. 12;13, 21-22, 24b (LB)

for my ministry.

Implications from Paul's Anatomy Lesson: (See also 1 Cor. 12:1-31)

* Every member is a in Christ's body.

* Every member has a different

* BEvery member's ministry is

* BEvery member to the others.

BOTTOM LINE: God made you to

9



MY S.H.A.P.E. WILL DETERMINE MY MINISTRY

Spiritual Gifts.
"... Each man has bis own gift from God; one has this gift, another bas that."
—1 Cor. 7:7b
What am I to do?
Ha-.
"God bas put it into their hearts to accomplish bis purpose..." —Rev. 17:7

"For it is God who works in_you, inspiring both the will and the deed, for his own chosen
purpose!” —Phil. 2:13 (NEB)

What do 1 to do?

Abilities.
"There are different abilities to perform service..."fi 1 Cot. 12:6

What and do I have?

Personality

"No one can really know what anyone else is thinking or what he is really like, except
that person himself."" —1 Cor. 2:11 (LB)

Where does my best suit me to serve?

Experiences.

What have
I had?

"There has been enongh time for you to be teachers -- BUT you still need to be tanght...
(you are) without any experience in the matter of right and wrong." —Heb. 5:12-13

SUCCESS IS DOING WHAT GOD MADE ME TO DO!

10

Spend a few minutes jotting down experiences you have gone through in
your life that may reveal how God has made you for ministry.

Your spititual Expetiences (Meaningful decisions/times with God)

Your Painful Experiences (Problems, hurts, trials-that have taught you)

Your Educational Experiences (What were your favorite subjects in school?)

Your Ministry Experiences (How have you served in the past?)

35



ANALYTICAL

Emotions At Work As a friend
e Deep and thought- e  Schedule/Detail- e Makes friends cautiously
ful oriented e Avoids secking attention
., ® Seriousand pur- ®  Orderly and organized o  Will listen to complaints
'FED poseful ®  Wants things done right e  Deep concerns for other
= Appreciative of o Likes charts, figures, etc o  Self-sacrificing
(%‘ beauty e Sets high standards e Faithful, devoted, loyal

hd Sens1t1v1ty to others o Persistent and thorough ° Solves others’ problems

e Sclf-sacrificing e  Finishes what he starts

e Conscientious

¢ Remembers the e Not people oriented e  Lives through others
5] negatives e Hard to please, rigid e Holds back affection
% e  Enjoys being hurt e Too much time plan- e Moralistic, unforgiving
_a e Too introspective ning e Indecisive
S e Depressed, even e  Drefersanalysistoac- e  Critical of others
= moody tion e  Antagonistic and vengeful
e Low self-image e  Depressed at imperfec- o  Self-centered
° Rigid tion
e  Stuffy e Self-Deprecating

e Deep need for approval

Examining My Experiences

"And we know that in ALL things God works for the good of those who love hins, who
have been called according to his purpose.”” —Rom. 8:278

"Now I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to
adpance the gospel” —Phil. 1:12

One of the most overlooked factors in determining the ministry God has
for me is my past experience, particularly my hurts and problems I've over-
come with God's help.

God never wastes a HURT.

"(God)... Wonderfully comforts and strengthens us in our hardships and trials. And why
does he do this? So when others are troubled, needing our sympathy and enconragement, we
can pass on to them the same help and comfort God has given us!" —2 Cor. 1:3-4 (LB)

He wants you to be open to ministering to people who are going through
what you have ALREADY gone through.
34

Taking it Home
1) Take the Spiritual Gifts Test starting on pages 16.

What are the top 3 gifts that you received?

Show your results to two people that know you well and ask them if they
agree or disagree with what the test says.

2) Take the Spiritual EKG test starting on pages 24.

What stands out to you from the test?

11



Week 2 Small Group Questions

1) Share the best gift you have ever received? What made it so great?

2) If you’re house was burning down and you only had time to grab three
items (people not included—they’re safe) What would you grab and why?

DVD Teaching: Session 2: Pastor Ben Tabal.

Have your group turn to page 13 in their booklet to take notes.
Discussion

1) Did anything stand out to you from the video teaching?

2) Share what your results were from taking the Spiritual Gifts Test? Were
you surprised? What did your friends think about your results? How have you
seen them true from past experiences?

3) Ben shared about the purposes of spiritual gifts on page 14. Now knowing
your gifts how does this apply to you using them here at New Song?

4) Ben shared about the cautions of spiritual gifts as well. Now knowing your
gifts how should you be careful when using your gifts here at New Song?

Read Romans 12 ———-

5) This is one of two primary spiritual gift passages. What gifts are mentioned
and what words are used to describe them? (Ex. Lead-diligently, Give-
generously, etc.) List several other gifts not mentioned here and words that
could be used to describe them.

Read Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 13

6) These are the two passages right after the spiritual gifts passages. What are
they about? Why do you think Paul connects it to spiritual gifts each time?
What is the big principle he’s trying to teach here?

7) What were the results of your Spiritual EKG? What God given passions
really stood out to you? How do they reveal more of your SHAPE for minis-
try?

Prayer

-Take Home: Walk through the Spiritual Gifts Test and the Spiritual EKG
and make sure everyone understands what they need to do. If you have extra
time they could even do it here.

-Share Prayer Requests and have people write them down on page 5.
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Strengths

Weaknesses

EXPRESSIVE

Emotions

e  Emotional, demon-
strative

e Lives in the present

e  Talkative, storyteller

e Good sense of hu-
mor

e  Sincere heart, curious

e Holds listeners
physically

e Always a child

e  Exaggerates

e  Egotistical

e Naive and gullible

e Seems phony to
some

e  Restless

e  Fearful

At Work

Volunteers for jobs
Starts in a flashy way
Has energy & enthusi-
asm

Thinks up new activities
Creative and colorful

Looks great on the sur-
face
Charms others into work

Prefers talk, waste time
Undisciplined

Decides by feelings
Priorities out of order
Forgets obligations
Easily distracted
Confidence fades fast

AMIABLE

Emotions

e Low-key personality

e Quiet, but witty

e  (Calm, cool and col-
lected

e Sympathetic and kind

e Patient and well-
balanced

e  Fasygoing and relaxed

e Happy reconciled to
life

e Keeps emotions hid-
den

e Unenthusiastic, shy

e Indecisive

e Too compromising

e Self-righteous

e  Fearful, worried

e Avoids responsibility

At Work

e  Competent and steady

e  Has administrative abil-
ity

e  Avoids conflict

e  Finds the easy way

e DPeaceful and agreeable

e  Mediates problems

e Good under pressure

e  Not goal-oriented

e Lack of self-motivation
e Tazy and careless

e  Prefers to be a spectator
e Hard to get moving

e  Resents being pushed

e Discourages others
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As a friend

e Makes friends easily

e Appealing, life of the
party

e Likes spontaneous activ-
ity

e  Thrives on compliments
Envied by others

e Apologizes too quickly

e Doesn’t hold grudges

e  Undependable, reactive

e  Hates to be alone

e Needs to be center stage

e  Dominates conversa-
tions

o  Makes excuses

e Looks for credit

e Interrupts; does not lis-
ten

As a friend

e  FHasy to get along with

e Inoffensive

e Dry sense of humor

e Has many friends

e Pleasant and enjoyable

e Good listener

e  Has compassion and
concern

e  Stays uninvolved

e Dampens enthusiasm
e  Resists change

e Indifferent to plans

e  Judges others

e  Sarcastic and teasing
e  Stubborn, awkward



Strengths

Weaknesses

ANALYTICAL

Ask

AMIABLE

I see myself as a

Emotions

e  Unemotional

e Independent, self-
sufficient

e  Change “junkie”

e  Must correct
wrongs

e  Exudes confidence

e  Not easily discour-
aged

e  Bossy, insensitive

¢ Quick-tempered

e Impatient, can’t
relax

e Enjoys argumenta-
tion

e  Won’t give up
when losing

e  Unsympathetic

e  Dislikes show of
emotions

Task

DRIVER

Tell

EXPRESSIVE
Relationship
DRIVER
At Work As a friend

Goal-oriented
Sees the whole picture

Organizes &plans
ahead

Motivates people to
action

Secks practical solu-
tions

Insists on production

Thrives on opposition

End justifies the
means

Can over dominate
Doesn’t analyze de-
tails

May rush to make
decisions

Manipulates people

Intolerant of mistakes

Can be a workaholics
32

e  Has little need for
friends

Will lead and organize

e  Excels in emergencies

e  Will work for group
activity

e  Isusually right

e  Uses people, dominates
e May be rude or tactless
e Decides for others

e  Possessive, unforgiving
e Too independent, proud
e Can’tsay “I'm sorry.”

Week 2: Discovering Spiritual Gifts and Passions.

Associate Pastor: Ben Tabal

"Now about spiritual gifts I do not want you to be ignorant."” —1 Cor. 12:1

A SPIRITUAL GIFT: A special ability, given by the Holy Spirit to every
believer at their conversion, to be used to minister to others and therefore
build up the Body of Christ

10 Truths About Spiritual Gifts

1. Only

2. Every Christian has at least

3. No one receives

4. No single gift is given to

5. You can't

have spiritual gifts. —1 Cor. 2:14

gift. —1 Cor. 7:7

the gifts. —1 Cor. 12:27-30

6. The

7. The gifts I'm given are

8. Iam to

.—1 Cor. 12:29-30

a spiritual gift. —Eph. 47

decides what gifts I get. —1 Cor. 12:11

.—Rom. 11:29

9. It's a sin to

the gifts God gives me. —1 Tim. 4:14

the gifts God gave me. 1 Cor. 4:1-2, Mt. 25:14-30

God and

10. Using my gifts

13

me. John 15:8



The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts.

A. Not for my , but for

"Each one of you, as a good manager of God's different gifts, nust use for the good of
others, the spiritnal gift he bas received from God." —1 Peter 4:10 (GN)

"The Holy Spirit displays God's power through each of us as a means of belping the entire
church.” —1 Cor. 12:7 (LB)

in our church

B. To produce and
family.

"It was He who gave gifts to men... to build up the Body of Christ so we shall all come
together to that oneness in our faith... and become mature... Then we shall no longer be
children, carried by the waves and blown about by every shifting wind..." —Eph. 4:11,
13-14 (GN)

CAUTIONS ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS

1. Don't confuse gifts with

. —Gal. 5:22-23

2. Don't confuse gifts with the
* "Fruit" shows my Maturity.

* "Gifts" show my Ministry.

3. Don't confuse gifts with

4. Be aware of the " "tendency. (Expecting others to
serve the way you do and have similar results)

5. Don't feel my gift makes me to others. —1 Cor. 12:21

6. Realize that using my gifts without is worthless! "I may be able
to speak the langnages of men and even of angels... I may have the gift of inspired preach-
ing... 1 may have all knowledge... and all the faith to move mountains -- but if I have not
love, 1 am nothing... it does no good."" —1 Cor. 13:1-3 (GN)
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Clue Area

Task

Relationship

Priority Choice

More task oriented

More relationship ori-

Dress

More formal

More casual

Tone of Speech

Some inflection

Much inflection

Use of hands and arms

Limited gestures and
closed hands

Frequent gestures and
open hands

Body Posture

More rigid

More relaxed

Facial expressions

More controlled

More animated

General attitude

Morte toward serious side

Mote toward funny side

When first meeting oth-

Tend to be more re-

Tend to be more outgo-

Emotions Tend to hide then and be | Tend to share them and
guarded be more open

General Knowledge Filled with lots of facts Filled with lots of opin-
and data ions and stories

Small Talk Tend to be less inter- Tend to be more inter-

ested

ested

Jokes and stories

Tend to be less inter-
ested

Tend to be more intet-
ested

Decision making

Based on facts more
than feelings

Based on feelings more
than facts

Use of time More disciplined More flexible

Supervision Appreciates supervision Appreciate supervision
that gives goals and ob- that is concerned about
jectives me as a person

Rules More letter of the law, Spirit of the law, more

more strict

permissive

Non verbal behavior

Slow in giving it

Immediate in feedback

Sharing opinions

More restrained,
guarded, precise

More impulsive, forceful,
general

Relationship to others

Hard to get to know

Very east to get to know

Total

Task

Relationship__

From t he
Dancing wi
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Plugging in your Personality

Take a few minutes and fill out the personality test on the next few pages.

7. Recognize that I have both a and a ministry in
my church:

My should be in the area where I am

My includes serving in any area where I'm

IT'S EASIER TO DISCOVER YOUR GIFT THROUGH MINISTRY
THAN TO DISCOVER YOUR MINISTRY THROUGH YOUR GIFT.

Clue Area Askers Tellers
General Behavior Style Less assertive, more in- More assertive, motre
Outward response to Run from it Fight it
Driving emotion and Fear Anger
Speech in general Silent, communicates Talkative,

Pace of speech

Slower, fewer words and

Faster, emphatic state-

Volume of Speech

Softer and with little

Louder and emphasizes

Questions

Tend to clarify informa-

Tend to challenge infor-

General Body Move-
ment and use of hands

Slow and deliberate, soft
handshake

Fast, rapid, firm hand-
shake

Body Posture

Lean back while talking

Lean forward while talk-

Eye Contact

Indirect, less intense

Direct, more intense

Opinions

More tentative,

More emphatic

Confrontation

Lean back while talking

Lean forward while talk-

Meeting others

Let others take initiative

Personally take the initia-

Decisions Decide slowly, won’t Decide quickly. Will
pressure others pressure others for deci-
sions.
Risk Like the familiar Like to take chances

First Impression

Likeable and shy

Overwhelming and out-

Group Response Go along attitude, sup- Take charge attitude
Power Avoid power Love power

When others talk Listen carefully Difficulty listening
Total Asker Teller
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Monitoring my Heartbeat.

Definition: The Bible uses the term "heart" to represent the center of your
motivation, desires, and inclinations.

"Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart." —Ps. 37:4

My heart determines...

Why I the things I do.
"The mouth speaks what the heart s full of' —Matt. 12:34 (GN)

Why I
"The Word of God... examines the thoughts and motives of the heart." —Heb. 4:12
(Ph)

the way I do.

Why I
"Guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life."" —Pr. 4:23

the way I do.

My Heart is the Real Me.

Physiologically, each of us has a unique heartbeat. Each person has a slightly
different pattern. Likewise, God has given each of us a unique emotional
"heartbeat" that races when we encounter activities, subjects, or circum-
stances that interest us. We instinctively feel deeply about some things and
not about others.

15



Spiritual Gifts Test

Instructions:

This Spiritual Gifts Test consists of 140 statements that you are to respond to by
entering in a number for each on the Analysis Sheet (page 21). Depending on how
you feel about each statement, enter a number between 1 and 10 where 1 means
that the statement does not desctibe you at all and 10 means that the statement de-
scribes you perfectly.

After you have finished all 140 questions then add up the numbers in each row and
put the total in the box to the left. Look at the 2-3 highest numbers and then what
the corresponding gifts are. On the following pages there is a description for each
of those gifts.

This test is designed for Christians. If you have been a Christian for at least a few
years, you should use your personal experiences as the basis for your Responses. 1f
you consider yourself to be a new Christian, then your Responses should be based
on how well each statement describes the desire of your heart (even if you have not
yet done what the statement talks about).

Please keep in mind that this test was written by people, not by God, and as such it
is certainly imperfect. It should be used as a starting place to begin to discover how
God has gifted you, but not as an absolute indicator. The test may not always indi-
cate your true Spiritual Gift(s). It is just one tool in what should be a life-long search
for how God has blessed you so you can bless others.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkikkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhhkkikkkkkkkkkkkhkhhkhkkikikkkkkkkkkk

1. People come to me when they need help in desperate situations, and | am
able to recommend a ministry that can help.

2. | feel empowered to stand-alone for Christ in a hostile, unbelieving environ-
ment.

3. I readily identify with Paul's desire for others to be single as he was.
4. | enjoy using my artistic talents to make things that bring glory to God.

5. It is easy to me to perceive whether a person is honest or dishonest.
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Discovering your Motivated Abilities

Look over your list of accomplishments again. Circle all verbs that denote
actions performed while you were doing each achievement. Now compare
those verbs to the list below and check those abilities you feel you have.

Entertaining ability: to perform, act, dance, speak, magic
Recruiting ability: to enlist and motivate people to get involved
Interview ability: to discover what others are really like
Researching ability: to read, gather information, collect data

Artistic ability: to conceptualize, picture, draw, paint or photograph.
Graphics ability: to lay out, design, create visual displays or banners

Evaluating ability: to analyze data and draw conclusions

Planning ability: to strategize, design and organize programs and events
Managing ability: to supervise people to accomplish a task or event
Counseling ability: to listen, encourage and guide with sensitivity
Teaching ability: to explain, train, demonstrate, tutor

Writing ability: to write articles, letters, books

Editing ability: to proofread or rewrite

Promoting ability: to advertise or promote events and activities
Repairing ability: to fix, restore, maintain

Feeding ability: to create meals for large or small groups

Recall ability: to remember or recall names and faces

Mechanical operating ability: to operate equipment, tools or machinery
Resourceful ability: finding inexpensive materials or resources needed
Counting ability: to work with numbers, data or money

Classifying ability: to systematize and file books, data, records and mate-
rials so they can be retrieved easily

Public Relations ability: to handle complaints and unhappy customers
with care and courtesy

Welcoming ability: to convey warmth, making others feel comfortable
Composing ability: to write music or lyrics
Landscaping ability: to do gardening and work with plants

Decorating ability: to beautify a setting for a special event
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Week 3: Using Abilities, Personality and
Experiences for Ministry.

Small Groups Pastor: Keith Brown
Applying My Abilities
"There are different abilities to perform service."" —1 Cor. 12:6

"I (God)... have given him skill, ability, and knowledge in all kinds of crafis..."
—Exodus 31:3

One of the most common excuses people give for not getting involved in
ministry is, "I just don't have any abilities to offer." Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. The key is matching your abilities with the right minis-
try!

Five Misconceptions about Abilities

1. MYTH: People aren't with skills. All skills must be
learned by experience. There are a number of skills which seem to be
inborn and develop very early in infancy. When people say, "He just seems
to have a natural talent for it," it's probably true.

2. MYTH: Those skills which must be learned, are earned primarily
in the . Actually some of your most basic skills were learned
at home, "in the street," or somewhere outside the classroom.

3. MYTH: Ifyou have certain abilities, you will be
that you have them. You're probably using a number of talents or skills
that you are not even aware of. You need some process of skill identifica-
tion.

4. MYTH: Skills that I use are only usable in that
environment. I couldn't use them in ministry. Hopefully, by the end
of this class, you'll see the fallacy of that idea. Be creative.

5. MYTH: Most people only have a abilities. The truth is

that the average person possesses five hundred to seven hundred different
skills.
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6. | have spoken words of hope that God confirmed in others by the Holy Spirit.
7. 1 am attracted to non-believers because of my desire to win them to Christ.
8. | have urged others to seek Biblical solutions to their affliction or suffering.

9. I hold fast to my personal belief in the truth even in the presence of ridicule, apparent
failure, or pain.

10. | can give sacrificially because | know that God will meet my needs.

11. | feel strongly that my prayers for a sick person effect wholeness for that person.
12. When | serve the Lord, | really don't care who gets the credit.

13. Our home is always open to whomever God brings to us.

14. | find myself praying when | possibly should be doing other things.

15. I have had insights of spiritual truth that others have said helped bring them closer to
God.

16. Others are willing to follow my guidance to accomplish tasks for our church.

17. | feel great compassion for the problems of others.

18. | believe that God can miraculously alter circumstances.

19. | am able to relate well to people of different cultures.

20. Christian music always lifts my spirit and makes me want to praise and worship God.
21. I have a heart to help Christians who have lost their way.

22. | choose to live a simple lifestyle so | will have more time and money to devote to
God's service.

23. | sometimes feel that | know exactly what God wants to do in a ministry at a specific
point in time.

24. Studying the Bible and sharing my insights with others is very satisfying for me.
25. | have interpreted tongues so as to help others worship God without confusion.

26. Sometimes when | pray, it seems as if the Spirit steps in and prays in words | cannot
understand.

27. | have felt an unusual presence of God and personal confidence when important
decisions needed to be made.

28. Sometimes, | express my love for God by writing poems, songs, or devotionals.
29. | have been responsible for guiding tasks in my church to success.

30. | feel God has called me to go forth to establish new churches where people have
never heard the gospel.

31. | am single and enjoy it.
32. | like to make gifts for others that will remind them of God or Jesus.

33. | can sense whether a person is moved by the Holy Spirit, an evil spirit, or by their
own flesh.

34. Itis a joy to speak uplifting words to people who are discouraged.

35. | have led others to a decision for salvation through faith in Christ.

36. | can challenge others without making them feel condemned.

37. 1 am totally convinced God will fulfill his word even if He is not doing so yet.
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38. God has used me to meet someone's financial or material need.

39. When | pray for the sick, either they or | feel sensations of tingling or warmth.

40. The Spirit sometimes leads me to do simple acts for people that touch them deeply.
41. | enjoy greeting and welcoming people to our church or our home.

42. | seem to recognize prayer needs before others.

43. | am able to understand difficult portions of God's word.

44. ] am able to delegate tasks to others to accomplish God's work.

45. | have a desire to work with those who have physical or mental problems to alleviate
their suffering.

46. Others can point to specific instances where my prayers have resulted in what
seems impossible happening.

47. 1 would be willing to leave comfortable surroundings if it would enable me to share
Christ with more people.

48. Singing, dancing to, or playing songs to God for pure enjoyment is very satisfying.
49. God has shown fruit in my life in the effective discipling of other believers.
50. My desire for spiritual riches always outweighs my desire for material possessions.

51. | sometimes have a strong sense of what God wants to say to people in response to
particular situations.

52. People have told me that | have helped them learn Biblical truths.

53. Sometimes when a person speaks in tongues, | get an idea of what God is saying.
54. | can speak to God in a language | have never learned.

55. Sometimes God gives me an insight into the proper course of action for others.

56. | am able to take complex spiritual matters and write them down in a way that others
can understand more easily.

57. | can serve others by organizing/harnessing their gifts to solve a particular problem.
58. I have little fear in leading people where God wants them to go.

59. | am glad | have more time to serve the Lord because | am single.

60. | like to work with my hands to make things to serve God.

61. The difference between truth and error is easily perceived by me.

62. | can effectively motivate people to get involved in ministry

63. | seem able to determine when the Spirit has prepared a person to receive Christ.
64. People will take correction from me because they know | am on their side.

65. My hope in God, against all odds, is inspiring to others.

66. | am willing to maintain a lower standard of living in order to benefit God's work.

67. | enjoy praying for sick people because | know that many will be healed as a result.
68. | have enjoyed doing routine tasks that have led to more effective ministry by others.

69. | try to make everyone feel welcome and comfortable at church.
70. When | hear a prayer request, | pray for that need for several days at least.

71. Through study or experience | have discerned major strategies God seems to use in
furthering His kingdom. 18

Week 3 Small Group Questions

1) When you were a little kid what did you dream about being when you grew
up? Did you have a hero that you looked up to?

2) Share 1-2 experiences in your life that has really shaped who you are today.

DVD Teaching: Session 3: Pastor Keith Brown

Have your group turn to page 28 in their booklet to take notes.
Discussion

1) Did anything stand out to you from the video teaching?

2) Read through the list of abilities as a group? Which one(s) stand out to
you? Share some examples of when you have used that ability? Let others
brainstorm from them how that ability could be used in ministry?

3) Share your results from taking the short personality test. Do you think the
test was accurate? Which positive and negative attributes from our personal-
ity profile really rang true for you? How might your personality impact what
ministries you are involved in?

4) Share what you learned through filling out the experiences worksheet.
What past experiences really stood out to you? How might they apply to your
future in serving? Let people in the group share their thoughts for others if
they have something to add.

Read Psalm 139:13-14, Jeremiah 1:5 and Ephesians 2:10

5) What do these verses have in common? What do they say about how God
formed us?

6) How would it change your life to know that you were serving in a ministry
that God specifically created in the womb to do? If you knew you were serv-
ing in this “sweet spot” what do you think you would expect to see?

7) Looking over your results from Spiritual Gifts, Heart, Abilities, Personal-
ity, and Experiences—what ministries do you think might be that “sweet
spot” for you? (Don’t worry if that ministry doesn’t exist—maybe God wants
you to start it.) What would you need to do to get there?

Prayer

-Share Prayer Requests and have people write them down on page 5. Ask
people for updates from their past requests as well.
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Taking it Home
1) Take the Personality Test on page 30.

What personality profile did you get?

Show your results to two people that know you well and ask them if they
agree or disagree with what the test says.

2) Fill out the experiences work sheet on page 35.

What stands out to you from the test?
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72. God has given me an ability to "rally the troops" in giving aid to others

73. | enjoy spending time with a lonely shut-in person or someone in prison

74. God has used me personally to perform supernatural signs and wonders.

75. The thought of beginning a new church in a new community is exciting to me.

76. People have said they see the love of Jesus on my face when | sing, dance, or play
music.

77. | feel that | am responsible to help protect weak Christians from dangerous influences.
78. A big house, a fancy car, or a large bank account are NOT important to me.

79. Sometimes | have a burning desire to speak God's word even if | know it will not be
well received.

80. Teaching a Bible Class is one of the most enjoyable things | do (or could do).

81. When others have prayed in tongues, | felt that | understood the meaning

82. Praying in tongues has been meaningful to me in my personal prayer life.

83. When a person has a problem | can often guide him or her to the best Biblical solution.
84. | love to study God's Word and write down what | have learned.

85. | can recognize talents and gifts in others, and find ways of using these for God.

86. God has given me a position of authority over a number of groups of Christians.

87. 1 am single and have little difficulty controlling my sexual desires.

88. | am able to show the glory of God's creation through my art.

89. | can judge well between the truthfulness and error of a given theological statement.
90. | have verbally given confidence to the wavering, the troubled, or the discouraged.

91. | minister better to the spiritually unborn than to believers.

92. It is enjoyable to motivate people to a higher spiritual commitment.

93. | am ready to try the impossible because | have a great trust in God.

94. | have strongly sensed the Spirit leading me to give money to a specific person/cause.

95. Sometimes | have a strong sense that God wants to heal someone through my prayers
or words.

96. | would rather work in secret than have my work recognized publicly.
97. 1 do NOT feel uncomfortable when people drop in unexpected.
98. Praying for others is one of my favorite ways of spending time.

99. | sometimes find | know things that | have never learned, which are confirmed by ma-
ture believers.

100. Itis a thrill to inspire others to greater involvement in church work.
101. | enjoy visiting in hospitals and retirement homes, and feel | do well in such a ministry.
102. The Holy Spirit leads me to pray for impossible things that really come true.

103. More than most, | have had a strong desire to see peoples of other countries won to
the Lord.

104. People have told me they were moved spiritually by my singing, dancing, or music.
105. | feel a call from God to be the spiritual leader of a group of Christians.

106. | am NOT jealous of those who have m(%rge material possessions than | do.



107. People have told me that | have communicated timely messages that must have come

directly from the Lord.

108. | devote considerable time to learning new Biblical truths in order to communicate
them to others.

109. When | hear others speak in tongues, | am compelled to explain the meaning.

110. When | give a public message in tongues, | expect it to be interpreted.

111. | feel that | have a special insight in selecting the best alternative in a difficult situation
112. People say they have been touched spiritually by things | have written.

113. People sometimes look to me for guidance in coordination, organization, and ministry
opportunities.

114. God has used me to bring the gospel to people who have never heard.
115. | am single and feel indifferent toward being married.

116. I feel compelled to use my hands to
117. I can quickly recognize whether or
118. People who are feeling perplexed sometimes come to me for comfort.

119. I'm troubled when salvation is not emphasized.

120. | can identify with weakness/temptation to encourage people to repent and believe.
121. I have believed God for the impossible and seen it happen in a tangible way.

122. | strive to find ways to give to others without calling attention to myself.

123. | have prayed for others and physical healing has actually occurred.

124. If someone is facing a serious crisis, | enjoy the opportunity to help them.

125. When people come to our home, they often say they feel at home with us.
126.
127.
128.
129.

130. People have told me that | was God's instrument to bring supernatural change in lives
or circumstances.

Others have told me that my prayers for them have been answered in tangible ways.
God has given me words to say in witnessing situations that surprised even me.
| can motivate others to obey Christ by the living testimony of my life.

Sometimes | am overcome with emotion for the person | am praying for.

131. I relate well with people of different backgrounds.

132. | enjoy using my musical talents to sing, dance to, or play Christian music much more
so than secular music.

133. God has given me the ability to teach and preach spiritual truth.
134. | feel that | can best fulfill God's calling on my life by living simply.
135. Through God | have revealed specific things that will happen in the future.

136. | feel | can communicate Biblical truths to others and see resulting changes in knowl-
edge, values, or conduct.

137. My interpretation of tongues has been confirmed by mature believers.
138. When | speak in tongues, | believe it is edifying to the group | am with.
139. People with spiritual problems seem to come to me for advice and counsel.

140. | sometimes prefer to write down my thoughts about God rather than speaking them
out loud. 20
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Step 2: Discover the motivated direction of your heart.

Examine your achievements for a common motivational thread. You might
find a key phrase repeated. See if you can match one of the "heartbeats"
listed below as samples.

Remember these are ALL God-given motivations. They are only sinful
when used selfishly. Every one of these can be used in effective ministry.
Don't be embarrassed to identify a basic heartbeat that doesn't seez spirituall

I love to...

DESIGN AND DEVELOP — I love to make something out of nothing,.
I enjoy getting something started from scratch.

PIONEER — I love to test out and try new concepts.
ORGANIZE — I love to bring order out of chaos. I enjoy organizing
something that is already started.

OPERATE/MAINTAIN — I love to efficiently maintain some things
that is already organized.

SERVE OR HELP — I love to assist others in their responsibility.

ACQUIRE AND POSSESS — I love to shop, collect, or obtain things. I
enjoy getting the highest quality for the best price.

EXCEL — I love to be the best and make my team the best. I enjoy setting
and attaining the highest standard.

INFLUENCE — I love to convert people to my way of thinking. I enjoy
shaping the attitudes and behaviors of others.

PERFORM — I love to be on stage and receive the attention of others.
IMPROVE — I love to make things better. I enjoy taking something that
someone else has designed or started and improve it.

REPAIR — I love to fix what is broken or change what is out of date.

LEAD AND BE IN CHARGE — I love to lead the way, oversee and su-
pervise. I enjoy determining how things will be done.

PERSEVERE — I love to see things to completion. I enjoy persisting at
something until it is finished.

FOLLOW THE RULES — I love to operate by policies and procedures.
I enjoy meeting the expectations of an organization or boss.

PREVAIL — I love to fight for what is right and oppose what is wrong. I
enjoy overcoming injustice.

Compare your achievements list with what you circled here. If some-
thing significant stands out write it down..
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Spiritual EKG

Step 1: List and describe accomplishments since childhood.

Examples:

* "When I was in school, I ran for president and sometimes won."

* "I have always liked to build things. Before I got married, I com-

pletely rebuilt the little apartment I was living in."

What to Include:

* Accomplishments at home, school, work, etc.
* Things you enjoyed doing.

* Things you believe you did well.

* Give specific details about what you did.

My Highlights and things I did well during my
...childhood.

. .teenage years.

...twenty somethings.

thirty somethings.

...up to the present.

Note: The more you can list the better. Get another sheet of paper!
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Spiritual Gifts Test - Analysis Sheet

Administration / Guidance

Apostle

Celibacy

Craftsmanship / Artisan

Discernment / Distinguish Spirits

Encouragement

Evangelism

Exhortation

Faith

Giving

Healing

Service

Hospitality

Intercession / Prayer

Knowledge

Leadership

Mercy / Compassion

Miracles

Missionary

Music

Pastoring / Shepherding

Poverty (voluntary)

Prophesy

Teaching

Tongues (interpreting)

Tongues (speaking)

Wisdom

Writing
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GIFTS THAT COMMUNICATE GOD'S WORD
PREACHING ("Prophecy") —1 Cor. 14:3

The ability to publicly communicate God's word in an inspired way that con-
vinces unbelievers and both challenges and comforts believers.

EVANGELISM —Acts 8:26-40

The ability to communicate the Good News of Jesus Christ to unbelievers in
a positive, non-threatening way.

MISSIONS —1 Cor. 9:19-23, Acts 13:2-3

The ability to adapt to a different culture in order to reach unbelievers and
help believers from that culture.

APOSTLE —Rom. 15:20

The ability to start new churches and oversee their development.
GIFTS THAT EDUCATE GOD'S PEOPLE

TEACHING —Eph. 4:12-13

The ability to educate God's people by clearly explaining and applying the Bi-
ble in a way that causes them to learn.

ENCOURAGEMENT ("Exhortation') —Acts 14:22

The ability to motivate God's people to apply and act on Biblical principles,
especially when they are discouraged or wavering in their faith.

WISDOM —1 Cotr. 2:1, 6-16

The ability to understand God's perspective on life situations and share those
insights in a simple, understandable way.

DISCERNMENT —1 John 4:1-6

The ability to distinguish right from wrong, truth from error, and to give an
immediate evaluation based on God's Word.

KNOWLEDGE —Daniel 1:17

The ability to discover, collect, analyze, and organize information that is vital
to individual believers or the entire church family.

GIFTS THAT DEMONSTRATE GOD'S LOVE
SERVICE —Acts 6:1-7

The ability to recognize unmet needs in the church family, and take the initia-
tive to provide practical assistance quickly and cheerfully.

MERCY —Luke 10:30-37

The ability to detect hurt and empathize with those who are suffering.
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HOSPITALITY —1 Peter 4:9-10

The ability to make others, especially strangers, feel warmly welcomed, ac-
cepted, and comfortable in the church family.

PASTORING ("'Shepherding") —1 Peter 5:2-4
The ability to care for the needs of believers and equip them for ministry.

GIVING —2 Cor. 8:1-7

The ability to generously contribute material resources and/or money be-
yond the 10% tithe so that the Body may grow and be strengthened.

GIFTS THAT CELEBRATE GOD'S PRESENCE
MUSIC —Psalm 150

The ability to celebrate God's presence through music, either vocal or in-
strumental, and to led the church family in worship.

ARTS & CRAFTS —Exodus 31:3-11
The ability to build, maintain, or beautify the worship place for God's glory.
LEADERSHIP —Romans 12: 6-8

The ability to have a clear, significant vision from God and able to commu-
nicate it publicly or privately in a way that they influence others.

PRAYER RELATED GIFTS
PRAYER —Col. 1:9-12

The ability to pray for the needs of others in the church family over ex-
tended periods of time on a regular basis. The ability to persist in prayer
and not be discouraged until the answer arrives.

HEALING —]James 5:14-16

The ability to pray in faith specifically for people who need physical, emo-
tional, or spiritual healing and see God answer.

MIRACLES —Mark 11:23-24

The ability to pray in faith specifically for God's supernatural intervention
into an impossible situation and see God answer.

TONGUES —1 Cor. 14:13-15

The ability to pray in a language understood only by God or one who is
given the gift of interpretation at that time.

FAITH —1 Cor. 12:8-9

The ability to envision what needs to be done and to trust God to accom-
plish it even though it seems impossible to most people.
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